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Giant common bile duct stone
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A forty year old female presented with pain in epigastrum, right hypochondrium and jaundice for the
last one month. On examination the patient had mild pallor and icterus. Ultrasound of abdomen showed
multiple stones in the gall bladder and a large stone in the common bile duct with dilated intrahepatic
biliary radicals. She was posted for cholecystectomy and common bile duct exploration when a large
stone of size approximately 8 X 5 cm was found to be impacted in the common bile duct along with

multiple small stones. Cholecystectomy and common bile duct exploration was done.
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holedocholithiasis is presence of gall stones in the common bile

duct. Primary choledocholithiasis, formation of stone in the
CBD is rare, occurs with bile duct stasis. Patients with CBD stones
present with pain abdomen, jaundice, dark coloured urine, clay coloured
stools, fever and chills (cholangitis), gall stone pancreatitis. Diagnosis
is made by history, physical examination, blood tests, imaging
(ultrasound, MRCP). Treatment consists of cholecystectomy with
removal of CBD stone, ERCP with sphincterotomy.

CASE REPORT

A forty year old hindu female from Palamu (Jharkhand)
presented in the outpatient department on 16/06/2012 with pain
right upper abdomen for the last one month. She was also having
yellowish discoloration of eyes and urine for last one month. She
had similar pain three years back.

Examinations — On examination there was mild pallor and
icterus. Her abdomen was soft with no organomegaly or any palpable
lump. All routine investigations were done. Haematological
examination showed Hb(10),Total Count (8300), P(64%), L(32%),
E(02%), M(02%), B(0%), slightly increased bilirubin (1.4), increased
alkaline phosphatase(504), SGOT and SGPT were within normal
limits. Routine examination of urine and chest X-ray were normal.
Abdominal ultrasound showed stone in gall bladder and common
bile duct with IHBR dilatation.

After preparation she was posted for surgery on 27/06/2012.
Abdomen was opened by right paramedian incision, gall bladder
was found to be contracted and fibrosed, filled with multiple stones.
Common bile duct was dilated. It was opened and a large stone of
size 8X5 cm was taken out along with multiple small stones (Fig 1).

Cholecystectomy was done by fundus first method. Common
bile duct was washed with normal saline. Postoperative period was
uneventful.

Discussion

In most of the cases of choledocholithiasis solitary stone is
found in the common bile duct. Walter and Snell reported solitary
stone in %/, of their cases'. Mayo Robson and Dobson counted 88>
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Fig 1 — Large CBD stone along with multiple stones

and Judd and Marshal** more than 100. In most case a stone lies in
the lower part of common bile duct. Giant gall bladder stone have
been reported; one measuring 4 inches’ in circumference and another
6'/,inches long and 6 inches thick® have been reported. Bahuleyan
reported a giant common bile duct stone measuring 6.5 X 3 cm’.
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